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Team England reclaim their crown: Jon Shapland reflects 
 

After the dust had settled on another successful Student Home Internationals, UPC 
Communications Director, Dave Graham, caught up with triumphant England Team 
Manager Jon Shapland to discuss their achievement…. 

• What are your thoughts on the opening match against last year's champions 
Ireland? To the casual observer, the frames seemed to be passing at lightning 
speed! 

Before the match was complete, I remember saying to the tournament directors and 
to Conor [O'Boyle - the Ireland Students TM] that it had been the single highest 
standard match I had ever witnessed during my seven years as England Manager, 

and I stand by that now. I think we had 
completed seven racks (the whole of the 
first set) by the time the match on the 
other side of the room had registered one 
rack, and by the time we got down to the 
decider the other side of the room had 
only played ten frames - half as many as 
us!  When one looks at the players both 
England and Ireland had lost since last 
year's tournament in Belfast, one could 
form an incredible team out of them alone, 

so for both to have regrouped so well and so quickly and to have played such high-
quality pool in the very first match this year was a real treat to behold. Though no-one 
likes losing, if you're going to lose a game then you want to lose it like this. 

• Four titles out of five for Team England in the Student Eight-ball Pool Home 
Internationals. With this event being contested on home soil with a full 
complement of nations for the first time, was this victory the sweetest? 

I don't know if it's really possible to answer that; every win has been "sweet" for its 
own different reasons. What stood out for me about this victory was that it was 
certainly one of the most "rewarding" in so much as we had to work very hard for it 
both before and during the event. Even before the England Students team was 
finalised I was hearing of how much many players had been practising in preparation 
for the trials. This was good because I knew a similar work-ethic would be required to 
be successful in Manchester, and I really encouraged all of those that made the team 
to keep this up in the run-up to the tournament. At the tournament itself, more often 
than not the players were in good-enough form to come up with the big shots when 
called-for, but they also showed a real hunger and will to win and fight for every 
single frame, and that's what ultimately wins tournaments. This victory was a result of 
hard work, and there's always something very satisfying about successes borne out 
of such commitment and effort. The team spirit we had this year was also as good as 
I can ever remember, and that really is a credit to how good a set of people this 
year's group were. Both before and during the tournament they did everything that 
was asked of them without hesitation, and I remember thinking on the Thursday night 
what a good bunch they were and in particular how well and how quickly they'd 
gelled together. 



• Did you have concerns going into the final against Northern Ireland after they 
were the only team to defeat you in the group round-robin? 

I was a little concerned, yes. We'd taken the decision to drop Will Jerram and give 
the other seven players all three frames in the round-robin match as we knew we 
were in the final no matter what happened on the scorecard. Sitting on eight frame-
wins from nine-played, I was also fairly sure Will would collect the Most Valuable 
Player award and didn't want to risk this when Team England effectively had nothing 
to gain. Even if Will had played and had managed to turn three Ls into Ws 
that still would have only made the score 11-10 to us though, so there was definitely 
all to play-for in the final. We managed to come-back and level things a few times 
early on in the round-robin match, but I think I'm right in saying that England was 
never in front in that match and credit has to go to the Northern Ireland Students for 
their resolve and the way they kept regrouping and going again. I remember Will was 
much more relaxed about the final than I was, and his confidence was ultimately 
proven well-founded when, after a very tight opening set, we managed to open-up a 
three- or four-frame gap which we then maintained all the way to the winning post. 

• Did any of the other teams particularly impress you over the weekend? 

All of them, to be fair!  I think virtually everyone thought this would be the most open 
SHIs ever, and so it proved to be with no match being won by a wider margin than 
thirteen frames to eight, whereas in previous years we'd had matches being decided 
with whole sets or more to spare. Clearly the Ireland Students team is very good, and 
Northern Ireland had their best tournament ever, but I was particularly impressed by 
Wales Students and I think they probably exceeded people's pre-tournament 
expectations more than any other team did. This was even more of an achievement 
considering that their usual Team Manager, Huw Stapleton, was absent this time 
around and that Jon Tyrell took on Huw's duties at the same time as playing for the 
team! Wales have always been a defiant, well-drilled side, and this year's team were 
no different. After taking the first set of our match 5-2 in convincing fashion, I half-
expected us to get away from them a bit and to coast to a fairly routine victory, but 
they stuck right at it and kept it close and made us work hard all the way to the end. 
Despite picking-up the award that no-one wants in the proverbial "Wooden Spoon", 
even the Scotland Students team are deserving of praise - going into the last handful 
of frames in the final phase of round-robin matches their opponents Ireland could 
have finished anywhere from second to fifth!  It truly was a very close event this year. 

• It was fitting for Will Jerram to bow out of university pool with another title 
(along with the Most Valuable Player award). As team captain, how did he 
adapt to the role and what will his loss mean for Team England? 

Will really is a Team Manager's dream. Obviously the boy can play, and he's so easy 
to manage it's untrue - nothing is too much to ask of him - but he really understood 
the positive effect that his "star quality" could have on his team-mates if used 
correctly. Will's captaincy reminded me very much of that of 
Paul Edwards in the first two years of my tenure as England 
Manager in that respect. If you'll excuse the play on words, Will 
will be practically impossible to replace. I've always had 
ultimate confidence in him as a player as he rarely misses 
once there is a finish available, but Will's also extremely solid 
and can be relied-upon to be patient, control a frame and play 
the right shots when the finish isn't there. Mike Walsh is 
another who will be sorely missed by Team England, and is 
another thoroughly decent human being whose contribution 
extends much further than just his excellent on-table cueing 
and intelligent decision-making. All is not lost though - far from it. The other six 
players from the Manchester-2012 team will still be studying in 2012-2013, and I'm 
sure they will all be keen to make the team again and to attempt to defend the title 
when the hosting of the Student Home Internationals returns to Scotland next year! 



• You have now managed Team England for seven years with an almost 
unblemished level of success. What personally drives your desire for success 
for Team England in this event? 

I'm naturally an extremely competitive person, maybe even bordering on a 
perfectionist. That's not to say I'm conceited enough to think everything I do is 
ultimately "perfect", merely just that if I'm going to commit to doing anything then I 
find it hard to do so without making it as perfect as I can possibly get it. I'm also quite 
a patriotic person, and I have a like of "dynasties". I like it when individuals and 
teams win the same titles multiple times (e.g. Pete Sampras and Roger Federer at 
tennis, Michael Jordan's "Chicago Bulls" basketball team, et cetera), and I'd like for 
there to be a "dynasty" for the England Students pool team. As much as all of that, 
though, I really just enjoy managing the side. Many of my friends from outwith 
"university pool" have commented to me over the years that they can tell how much I 
get out of managing England Students. On a personal level it has also been a long-
held ambition of mine to build a compelling case for induction into the "Hall of Fame". 
As someone who never actually played any university pool (I'd finished my studies at 
the University of Nottingham before UPC was incepted) I would see this as a major 
honour. 

• As there are few achievements left to win for Team England now, that have not 
been won before, do you still see this as a long-term position or have you had 
any thoughts about when will be the 'right time' for stepping down from your 
current role? 

One thing I'm certain about - and have been so for some years - is that I want my last 
tournament to be at home, on English soil. Because of that I've always personally 
viewed the role in blocks of three (in the days before the Irish teams were involved) 
and now five years, so in my mind if I carry on then I will signing up for another five 
years - basically until the Student Home Internationals next returns to England. As for 
whether I do carry on now or not, I don't know yet, and to be honest I don't think 
immediately after a tournament is the right time to be making the decision. I'll let 
Manchester 2012 sink in, and then I'll no-doubt reflect long and hard over the 
summer and weigh the decision up. 
 

 
25 April 2012 

Oliver Dark 
Email: oliver.dark@upc-pool.org.uk  
Website: www.upc-pool.org.uk  
Join our fan page on Facebook  
Follow us on Twitter 
 
Notes to editors: 

The Universities Pool Council (UPC) is the governing body for pool at higher education level 
in the United Kingdom. It is recognised by the British Universities and Colleges Sport (BUCS), 
Scottish University Sport (SUS) and the English Pool Association (EPA). 
 
The UPC organises national nine-ball, eight-ball and women’s eight-ball championships for 
teams and individuals. The UPC also organises the Student Home Internationals 
representative event. 


